Welcome

Welcome to the National Regional Property Group
exhibition regarding the emerging proposals for the
former Royal Mail Sorting Office

The information displayed at this
exhibition showcases the current
thinking and possible options for
developing the former Royal Mail
Sorting Office site.

National Regional Property Group
values your feedback which can
be provided by completing a form
available at the exhibition or online
via the scheme’s website.

Members of the project team are
available to answer any questions
or queries you may have.

If you would like to get in touch with us,
our contact details are:
0800 689 5209
info@slindonstreet.co.uk
www.slindonstreet.co.uk

About the Team

An experienced consultant team has been brought
together to ensure that this site is brought back to
full beneficial use, continuing the wider regeneration
of Portsmouth
National Regional Property Group is a
Portsmouth based developer, which
specialises in sustainable and
high-quality residential schemes.
Based on The Hard, the team have
decades of experience working on
complex and challenging sites, such
as Slindon Street.

HGP Architects has a reputation built
on nearly five decades of inspired
building design across diverse
sectors, including high-quality
residential schemes.
The iconic Spinnaker Tower, designed
by HGP, is rated among the nation’s
top five buildings people are most
proud of.
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The Site

The site is in Portsmouth City Centre. It is bordered to
the south and east by Station Street, to the west by
Slindon Street and to the north by Lower Church Path

There is a six-storey tower fronting
Slindon Street and, on the eastern
side the building is between two
and three storeys.
The building dates from the late
1970s and the majority has been
vacant for some time. It is important
that this city centre site is futureproofed and a long-term beneficial
use is found for it.

The building used to be occupied
by the Royal Mail in its entirety and
was used for a variety of purposes
until late 2016 when most of the
operations moved to Voyager Park
in Copnor.
The Slindon Street Post Office still
operates on the site and would
continue to do so as a part of the
plans. There is a further Royal Mail
office which operates on the
second floor.
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Design Development

Our proposal is to enhance this prime location within the
centre of Portsmouth City Centre

1. The site in existing condition

2. Demolish the depot and retain
the existing offices

The intention is to add within the
existing cluster of tall buildings a
new and exciting tower which will
add further interest to Portsmouth’s
expanding skyline.
This is a complex site, with significant
areas of the existing building
currently not being used. The Post
Office on the ground floor facing
Slindon Street and the office on the
second floor are still in use and will
remain as part of the proposals.

3. Address the street frontages
and focal corner

It is proposed the site will include
residential entrances, communal
areas and office space on the ground
floor of each building.
The design will re-energise the
local area with active ground floor
uses and accommodation on the
levels above.
Cars will be hidden from view within
a ground floor car park concealed
behind the building with the access
off Lower Church Path being
maintained for vehicles.
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4. Proposed massing and amenity

Design Proposal

Views out
towards HM naval base

Views out
towards Cosham

KEY
Accommodation
Views out
towards Guildhall & Gunwharf

Amenity deck

Views out
towards Fratton

Circulation cores

The exterior of the building on the west of the site will
be completely refurbished to transform its appearance
A further three storeys will be added
to the existing office component of
the building on the western side of
the site.
The remainder of the building to the
east will be demolished to enable
the erection of two new blocks. The
current proposal is for a 25-storey
tower on the north-east of the site
and a six-storey tower on the
south-east of the site.
The proposed massing will be split
into three separate buildings which

wrap around a central amenity deck.
The height of each block will be
designed to respond to the context
with the tower element being the
focal point which addresses
Station Street.
Each block will be designed with a
considered material palette for the
location and will follow the emerging
trend for buildings of a high quality
adding to Portsmouth vision to create
a vibrant and successful city centre.

Left: Well-proportioned massing Centre: Articulation and material selection to provide interest Right: Landscape to compliment the architect and provide amenity
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Options For Use

Several options for how the completed buildings will be
occupied are being explored
The buildings could either be:
• Student accommodation
• “Build to Rent” apartments,
• Sold on the open market
• A combination of the above

Student Accommodation
The University of Portsmouth is
growing, and this site could be used
to house its students.
It is estimated that the site could
accommodate approximately 600
student apartments.

Open-market sale
National Regional Property Group is
committed to playing a key role in
the delivery of new homes in the City.
As with most housing developments,
a number of the homes could be
for sale.

“Build to Rent” apartments
Alternatively, the site could be a
“Build to Rent” scheme. Build to
Rent apartments are designed and
built specifically for renting. These
generally offer longer tenancies, a
variety of onsite amenities and good
transport links for easy commuting.
With Build to Rent, there is always
a management team on site and
they provide a concierge service
for residents.
It is estimated that this site could
accommodate approximately 300
“Build to Rent” or open market
homes, predominantly one and
two-bedroom apartments.
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Transport and Sustainability
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This site is in a highly sustainable location – right
in the City Centre
With well-lit pavements and close
to several bus stops, cycle lanes
and Portsmouth & Southsea railway
station, the need for residents to
have cars will be reduced.
While this scheme could be a car
free development – as others nearby
have been – early market studies
suggest that some provision for
car parking is desirable, alongside
secure cycle stores and innovative
transport solutions.
A Travel Plan will be prepared, in line
with local and national guidance,
which will promote sustainable travel
options to residents and reduce car
trips where possible. These options
could include:
• Promoting public transport using
promotional offers and incentives,
such as discounted or free bus
taster tickets.

• Promoting, via a Travel Plan
Coordinator, local sustainable travel
events that residents can take part in.
• Information regarding car clubs
which operate in Portsmouth. If
there is significant interest on the
site, the Travel Plan Coordinator
could discuss the feasibility with
operators the potential of setting up
a car club on site.
• Taxi credits for residents as
compensation for not having a
parking space.
The one-way system along Slindon
Street and then around Lower
Church Path would remain as would
the vehicular access to the site.
A pick-up and drop-off layby is being
proposed on the south east corner of
the site.
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Feedback and Next Steps

Many thanks for taking the time to attend the exhibition
The views of the local community
are important and will be taken
into consideration as the plans
are finalised.

Next Steps

You can feedback in the following way:

Late August 2018:
Submit planning application

• Complete a feedback form today
• Post a form using the address
• “Freepost CONSULTATION REPLY”
• Email info@slindonstreet.co.uk
• Call on 0800 689 5209
Over the next few weeks the
information provided will be
analysed. A summary of the
feedback received by consultees,
other key individuals and
organisations will be submitted as
part of the planning application to
Portsmouth City Council.

July to August 2018:
Consultation and review feedback

Autumn 2018:
Application determined by
Portsmouth City Council
Early 2019:
Start on site – completion expected
in late 2021

The deadline for comment is:
Tuesday 31st July
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